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s Report

port - January 2026

wish all members of the Clivia Society of NSW Inc and your famili
ar and hope it brings good health and prosperity. | hope you hav
ive season filled with joy and relaxation.

ead, | am optimistic and excited about the year to come, and | loo
tive and productive year together as a society.

trip is shaping up well, with interest suggesting it will be a succes
or members.

irm that we have a guest speaker for the February meeting, Evan
nt Horticulturist at Yates. Evan regularly pops up at media event
ill be of interest to members.

to seeing you at our next meeting on 21st February.
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FROM THE SECRETARY

bers,

GM meeting there were changes made with current members stand
inished. In my position of secretary for the Clivia Society | have fille
ice. More recently for 5 years and prior to this 3years. | felt it was
r member to take over. Ken Smith who was our very first Secretary
r.

f prior experience, | know it is in very good hands.

those that assisted me on my secretarial position namely John Layt
r the years.

who stood down from their positions:

resident (position is still vacant )

e president - filled by Adrian Bligh

osition will be filled by Ken Smith

olf Van Rensburg - will be filled by Chris Clarke
r editor - filled by Rowena Miskelly

ish the new Committee members well in their new positions.

tary)
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S UPDATE
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Editor’s Desk

S,

AGM | formally stood down as Editor of the Clivia Society of NSW N
easure and a privilege to serve the Society in this role. Preparing the
e knowledge, achievements, and passion of our members has been
d rewarding.

to advise that Rowena Misikelly has kindly agreed to take over the ro

a brings a wealth of horticultural knowledge and enthusiasm, and | a
| be in excellent hands. Hopefully under Rowena’s guidance membe
e a timely and informative publication.

18 months | have unfortunately been unwell, and | have found it incr
] the energy and drive required to produce the newsletter to the stan
eason, stepping aside felt like the right decision at this time.

) thank all the members who contributed articles, photographs, and s
e as Editor. The strength of the newsletter has always come from th
of our Clivia community.

a every success in the role and look forward to continuing to enjoy th
a reader.

— Clivia Society of NSW Inc.
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Clivia Breeding for Beginners

A simple step-by-step guide to growing your own unique Clivias

Why breed Clivias?

Clivias are one of the easiest ornamental plants to breed at home. They grow well in Australian
shade gardens and containers, and every seed you grow can produce a completely new plant.

That means:

e« You don't need expensive equipment

e« You don't need a greenhouse

e You only need two flowering plants and patience

Many award-winning Clivias started in ordinary backyards.

Step 1 - Pick two good plants
Choose healthy flowering plants you like.
You might pick:

e A bright orange plant with many flowers
o A yellow plant with beautiful shape

e A compact plant ideal for pots




Clivia Society of New South Wales Inc. Newsletter—Summer Issue # 028 2026

Step 2 — Pollinate the flowers

When flowers are open:

o Take pollen from one plant (the father)

« Rub it onto the centre of another flower (the mother)

o Label the cross if you want to remember it

That’s it - nature does the rest.

If successful, the flower base will swell and form a
green berry.

Step 3 - Wait for the berries to ripen

This is where patience begins.
Clivia berries usually take:
e They take 8 to 12 months to ripen.

e They will turn red, yellow, or orange and
become slightly soft.

e Only pick them when fully ripe.
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Step 4 - Remove and plant the seeds

Inside each berry are large fleshy seeds.
Important beginner tips:

e Do NOT let seeds dry out

e Clean off the pulp

o Plant immediately

o Place seeds on top of moist seed mix and

press lightly.
Keep:
e Warm
o Shaded

o slightly moist

Roots usually appear first.

Step 5 - Grow your seedlings

Clivias are slow but very reliable.
Typical timeline:

o Germination — weeks

o« Small plants — 1-2 years

o First flowers — usually 3-5 years

Yes, it takes time.

But when your first home-bred flower opens...
...it feels like Christmas morning for gardeners.

Just start.
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Beginner mistakes to avoid

o Letting seeds dry out

o Picking berries too early

o Overwatering seedlings

o Expecting instant results

Clivia breeding rewards patience more than anything else.
Don'’t aim to create the perfect show plant straight away.
Just start.

Because the most exciting Clivia you will ever grow
might be the very first seed you plant.

Kevin Atkins Breeding USA
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s and Answers

ove some help with a tricky spot.

acing balcony in Sydney which is fully undercover. | would consider
> occasional hour or so of direct western sun or dappled sun which
d it can occasionally get very windy or hot.

small feature shrub, tree, or herbaceous plant suitable for a mediu
will either have edible fruit, flowers, or leaves in these conditions.
ith an architectural form with medium to large leaves would be idea
ant in some large mixed planters (each in it's own separate plastic p
rge 60 cm planter). Something with orange fruit or flowers would be
ial).

rently 2 vireya rhododendrons and an osmanthus there that are su

hriving. Clivias, hoyas, miniature cymbidiums, chilis, betel leaf, and
0 be enjoying it. Would Cedar Bay cherry or Tasmanian pepper ber
buld anyone have a source for these? Please send your suggestion
that would suit this space to shutingsclivias@gmail.com.
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bers

s actually a very interesting microclimate you’ve described. An S
dney balcony behaves almost like a bright-shaded rainforest edg
it spikes and wind stress. Many plants fail there, not because of
cover areas are dry, reflective, and temperature volatile.

erry - Excellent Choice

wardtiana

ur balcony:

n understory rainforest plant

ght shade extremely well

sy architectural leaves

fruit (perfect with Clivia - excellent visual echo)
olerant

peautifully to pruning - you can shape it into a feature shrub
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success factor:

d. Your SW exposure means you should buffer it with other pots
m the balcony edge.

d):
ree-draining rainforest mix rather than standard potting media.
mula:
m potting mix
bark
ips
stings

ive root health.

epperberry - Marginal

nceolata

rvive... but it won’t impress you.
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ue:

ool air movement
ountain conditions
flected heat

in containers

Iconies often become

re plant you’re imagining.

shaded Blue Mountains courtyard - different story.

Vireyas Are Only “Surviving”

rcover mistake:

s are too dry at the root zone, even when humidity feels high.

with sphagnum + bark
k weekly
e during hot winds

ee a noticeable shift.
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ngly Recommend Instead (You May Love This)

ring, architectural, shade-tolerant, container happy:

ticia

rea This plant is criminally underused i

Why it’'s almost perfect for you:

e Thrives in bright shade

e Huge tropical leaves

« Brilliant orange flowers

« Loves containers

« Fast growing but controllable

o Creates that “botanic garden pl

Placed near clivias - it will look cur:
accidental.

Another Expert-Level Option (If Y
Something Rare Looking)
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Another Expert-Level Option (If You Want Something Rare Looking)

Orange Anthurium types

Anthurium

e People think “indoor plant.”
e Not true in Sydney.
« On a protected balcony, they become spectacular - almost like living sculpture.

Another thoughts is:

Gardenia radicans

15
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icans is a compact, low-growing gardenia with glossy evergreen lea
hite to cream flowers. Unlike taller gardenias, radicans stays smaller
making it well-suited to containers.

Suits Your Balcony

ing, bright shade to partial sun balcony in Sydney is actually a great

ight, indirect light (excellent)
a few hours of dappled or late afternoon sun
ight — weak flowering

’'s shade majorly with some seasonal western light fits this beautifull

rmth

ve warmth and humidity, but they don’t want harsh, unfiltered sun - e
ver space provides. They'll bloom well without getting fried.

rdenias:

't like constant strong wind, especially dry wind
rcover balcony helps buffer this
eady growing clivia and hoya- shades of similar tolerance.

Aesthetic

sy evergreen foliage

re strongly fragrant, especially in the evening

assic garden feel next to tropicals like Justicia or Clivia
trast against architectural foliage plants

plant that “just fills space” - it gives sight, scent, and softness.
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Growing in Containers
Potting Mix
Gardenias need:

e (Good drainage
e Acidic to neutral pH
e Moisture retention without waterlogging

Mix suggestion:

e  Premium potting mix
20% pine bark

10% perlite

small handful of compost

Mulch top lightly with sphagnum or wood chips.

Watering

e Keep evenly moist (not soggy)
e In hot, windy periods, check twice per week
e Avoid letting it dry out completely

Flowering

Expect:

e Repeated flushes of jasmine-like blooms
e Peak in warmer months (but can flower off and on year-round in protected sites)
e Fragrance alone is worth it.

Companion Planting

Pairs beautifully with:

e Cedar Bay Cherry (foliage contrast)

e Orange Justicia (flower colour counterpoint)
e Clivias (layered shade planting)

e  Anthuriums (textural backdrop)
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nter:

nia radicans in the centre or front
hitectural behind (Justicia / Cedar Bay)
cover (Clivia / Betel leaf) below

epth and season-long interest.

d How You Beat Them)

alance
in pots

ith slow-release fertiliser formulated for acid-loving plants every 8—1

dicans is a perfect feature plant for your SW shade balcony - for sc
year-round presence.

ly survivable - it can thrive in your conditions and pulls together a lu
rangement.

urce Quality Specimens (NSW)

ly appreciate good plant material, skip hardware stores.

lant Fair - elite growers attend

e Plant Nursery - excellent tropical stock

eries - often carry Cedar Bay Cherry

lants Society NSW sales tables can surprise you

otanic Gardens Sales

h Nurseries

it Tree Nursery and Ladybird Nursery (Cedar Bay Cherry)
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uggestion (Most People Miss This)

Icony is undercover:

ots
plants catch wind like sails.
ots inside a heavier outer planter = smart.

| Pick for You:

erry - feature edible
ia - colour + architecture
rium - sculptural accent

uld be a far distant fifth.

you out, | will bring you an Aloe vera Plant.
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rowing Guide: Protecting and Propagating You
Editor, Clivia Society of NSW Inc.

les in and the days lengthen, the heat can quickly take its toll on yo
day and late-afternoon sun can scorch tender leaves and stress ev

lants are well protected beneath trees, shade cloth, or positioned
entle morning light. If your plants are still exposed, consider relocati
e position before the real heat arrives.

Dividing and Taking Offsets

Summer is an ideal time to divide mature clumps and pr.
plants.

Large clumps can be separated with a sharp spade or eas
a garden fork. However, for a treasured plant, take a gentl

| around the base.

Carefully surgically remove offsets with a clean, sh
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Summer Growing Guide: Protecting and Propagating Your Clivia

Retain a few roots if possible but avoid
damaging the parent stem.

Dust both parent and offset
wounds with flowers of
sulphur to prevent fungal attack.

Flowers of
Sulphur

Parent

Pot the offsets individually in a
well-draining mix (propagating
sand is excellent). Even rootless
offsets will soon form their own
healthy root systems with
patience and care.

Potted Plants

21
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Feeding for Growth

This is the active growth season and next year’s flower buds are already forming.
Give your plants a balanced boost with a slow-release
fertiliser,

A slow-release fertiliser such as Osmocote is commonly
recommended for clivias grown in pots because it releases
nutrients gradually over several months.

How to apply:

e Sprinkle a small amount of pellets on the surface of the
potting mix around the plant.

o Keep the pellets away from the crown of the plant.

o Lightly water the pot after applying.

Typical feeding schedule:
o Apply slow-release fertiliser once or twice a year (often in spring and early autumn).

« A common rate for an adult clivia is about one dessert spoon per plant.

Why growers use it:
o Provides steady nutrients for months.
o Encourages strong leaves and better flowering.

o Convenient “set-and-forget” feeding for potted plants.

This method is widely used by clivia growers, especially when plants are grown in pine bark or
free-draining potting mixes where nutrients can leach out quickly

22
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Watering & Muiching

Potted plants dry out rapidly in summer heat. Water
deeply twice a week, allowing water to soak right
through the root zone.

Garden-grown plants, especially those in shaded
beds, often rely on residual moisture but will still
appreciate a good soak every week or two if rain is
scarce.

A thick organic mulch (e.g. sugarcane, lucerne, composted bark, leaflitter) conserves
moisture, cools roots, and feeds the soil. Your plants will reward you with vigorous, glossy
growth.

Before You Go Away

Heading off for a summer break? Arrange for a neighbour or friend to water your pots once
a week. Before leaving, give everything a deep watering and refresh the mulch.

Garden beds can usually handle your absence and with a bit of luck, a few summer
showers will see them thriving when you return.

Final Thought

Summer can be challenging, but it's also a time of quiet preparation. With thoughtful
shading, regular watering, and a dash of fertiliser, your Clivias will store strength for next
season’s magnificent blooms.

Stay cool, garden wisely, and enjoy the rewards of a thriving Clivia collection this summer!

23
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AND SHOW DATES 2026

M SATURDAY 21ST FEBRUARY AGM 12 NOON - 4PM
M SATURDAY 9TH MAY 12 NOON - 4PM

M SATURDAY 1ST AUGUST 12 NOON - 4 PM

M SATURDAY 7TH NOVEMBER 12 NOON - 4PM

OW DATES

RE FRIDAY 18TH SEPTEMBER 10AM - 5PM FOR SET UP
RE SATURDAY 19TH SEPTEMBER 8AM -4PM
RE SUNDAY 20TH SEPTEMBER 8AM - 3PM

HE MEETINGS AND THE SHOW WILL BE HELD AT THORNLEI
ENTRE THORNLEIGH
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CIETY MEMBERSHIP

to the Clivia world may not be aware there is a Clivia Society based i
992. The Society exists to facilitate the common interests of Clubs t
Yearbook and quarterly Newsletters, the registration of named culti

criteria and fostering research on Clivia.

iety website is a wealth of knowledge with all Yearbooks and Clivia N
exception of the most recent 12 months), documents relating to jud
sification, cultivation notes, galleries of photographs from the annual

shows and events, and the Clivia Register.

offered to individuals who wish to join and receive the Yearbook pub
as well as three digital Clivia News per year. More information on joi

able on the following page -

iamarket.com/clivia-society-australian-membership

Links
ebsite - https://cliviasociety.com/

ublications - https://cliviasociety.com/publications/

- https://cliviasociety.com/clivia-register/clivia-register-list/
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Is of NSW Clivia Society Office

acant

— Adrian Bligh

70

en Smith

449

hris Clarke

712

a Miskelly
166

— Ken SMITH

15 Rutland Ave Baulkham Hills NS

Email: bligh74@gmail.com

593 Hawkesbury Rd Winmaee NS

Email: cliviasmith@tpg.com.au

27 Chelms Rd Newtown NSW 20

Email: clark@hn.ozemail.com.au

Bradfield Rd Lindfield NSW 2070

Email: rkm10@iimetro.com.au

593 Hawkesbury Rd Winmaee NS

Email: cliviasmith@tpg.com.au
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